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Technical Comments.

Comment on "Wind-Tunnel Simulation
of Store Jettison with the Aid of an

Artificial Gravity Generated by
Magnetic Fields"

M. C. SMITH*
Michigan State University, East Lansmg, Mich.

Nomenclature

A
a

A1

B
C
Cf

CD
CL
CLU
Cv
A
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d
e
g
I
Kr
KS
Kv
L
M
P
R
S
t
V
yr

Vs
W
x
x1

y
y'
a
7
y.p
0
p

CLayP/2M*KsL2/W
ratio of nonaerodynamic produced accelerations to gravi-

tational acceleration
CLyP/2M*KsL*/W
CDjP/2M*KsL*/W
CMayP/2M*KsL*L/I

drag coefficient
lift coefficient
lift curve slope
moment coefficient in roll
-Ag/2V + [(Ag/2Vy +
-Ag/2V - [(Ag/2V)* + Cg]«*
store mass density
base of natural logarithms
acceleration of gravity
store moment of inertia = dKyLsKrL2

radius of gyration coefficient of store = R2/L2

area coefficient = S/L2

volume coefficient = V s/L*
characteristic length
freestream Mach number
freestream static pressure
radius of gyration of store in pitch
characteristic area of store
time
air flow speed
a velocity relative to store
characteristic volume of store
store weight = dKvLz

coordinate in the direction of air flow
x/L
coordinate in the vertical direction
y/L
angle of attack (Fig. 1)
ratio of specific heats
flightpath angle
pitch angle (Fig. 1 )
freestream density
roll angle

Subscripts
0 = initial conditions

THE discussion of Ref. 1 concerning simulation of store
jettison contains many simplifying assumptions. Some

of these are implicit in the analysis and, in addition, some
appear to be arbitrary. It is noted that the analysis reported
in Ref. 2 appearing in the bibliography of Ref. 1, is similar in
this respect. The purpose of this comment is to present an
analysis which is sufficiently general to exhibit most of the
interesting aspects of the mechanics of store separation and
which will contain all assumptions explicitly. The effect

of the assumptions on the simulation problem can then be
readily determined.

Store separation is, in general, a most complex mechanics
problem in that it can be considered at least a six-degree-of-
freedom dynamics problem involving at least two bodies. If
one or both bodies are controlled, additional degrees of free-
dom must be considered. Also, the terms store separation
or jettison are only representative as the problem ranges
from supply drops through crew member ejection. Most
problems can be restricted to short time intervals after
separation, but an extreme example of the opposite case
has been the occurrence of fighter aircraft colliding with their
own 20 mm shells during pullups from practice strafing
passes. Thus, the trajectory of the parent aircraft cannot
always be ignored.

It is assumed that a three-degree-of-freedom model will
exhibit the general nature of the mechanics problem from the
point of view of simulation. The equations for the motion
of the store can be written

y = (Act. +

6 = Cag

a = 8 - y/V

(1)

(2)

(3)

(4)

Several simplifying assumptions are required to obtain these
equations. Referring to the nomenclature and Fig. 1, it is
seen that the dynamic pressure is taken as ^pV2 rather than
^pVr

2 so that the influence of x and y is ignored. Equations
(1) and (2) show that the flightpath angle jp is taken to be
so small that cosyp = 1 and siny^ = 0. It is noted that
Eq. (2) contains the assumption that the drag coefficient is
independent of the angle of attack. It is undesirable to
make this assumption, but it is necessary for analysis, as
otherwise the equations become nonlinear. The use of Eqs.
(1-4) to describe the problem further implies that the parent
vehicle is assumed to follow a rectilinear, unaccelerated
flightpath. Finally, it is assumed that the store is rigid,
uncontrolled, and unpowered.

In most instances there is no desire to simulate occurrences
in time. It is rather desired to simulate the flightpath and
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the rotations of the store. Thus, in this case, similarity re-
quires the functions y'(x') and 0(x') to be the same for the
model and the flight vehicle. Here y' and x' are y and x non-
dimensionalized by a characteristic length. Differential
equations for y'(xf) and 6(x') could be obtained by eliminat-
ing t from Eqs. (1-4). These equations and the boundary
conditions would produce the similarity parameters. Alter-
natively, the equations can be solved by any of several
methods and t(xr) substituted in y'(t) and 6(t). This is done
by first combining Eqs. (1-4) into

a + Aga/V - Cga = 0 (5)

finding a(t), and then solving the y' and S equations to yield
the general solutions

y'(t) = t*/2L + t\y'Q - Ag/L(al/Dl

/DJte*' - 1) + a^/D^
0(t) = 0o - Cg(ai/Di

t(x') = ~x',L/Bg + [(x'JL/Bg) +

- 1)] (6)

- 1)] (7)

(8)

assuming x'o = 0. If t(x') is substituted into Eqs. (6) and
(7), then y ' ( x r ) and 6(x') are obtained. In this form, the
boundary conditions at t = 0 are included. The presence
of the exponential terms causes the similarity parameters to
be the same as the parameters of the original differential
equations and the boundary conditions. Thus, in general,
no simplification is achieved. Some simplification is possible,
however, if the exponentials are expanded in series. Re-
taining t in the equations, the first, second, and third approxi-
mations are then as follows:

1st approximation

= 2 / o agt*/2L

2nd approximation

»'-» ' .+ !/*+£' 2L

(9)
(10)

(11)

(12)

3rd approximation

y' = /o + + agtz/2L + Aga^/2L + Aga^/QL
(13)

«o = 60 - y'0L/V
6 (14)/} /) | f\ / | /^' j2 /OC/ == I/O I" "^0^ i ~ \*jQOi(yj £> ~

It is noted that in the first approximation the aerodynamic
terms do not contribute to the motion except for the drag.
The similarity parameters can be obtained by substituting
for t(xr) from Eq. (8). Thus, for the first approximation

£',

Bg
a \xf^L— < —
B

Bg
^vLii/2

Bg J

Bg J

0 = 60 - dQx'oL/Bg + [(x'tfioL/Bg)* + 2a

The similarity parameters are seen to be

y: /o a/B x'^L/Bg

(15)

(16)

d: Bo 6Q/x'0 x'JL/Bg
Since yr and 6 are coupled through the angle of attack, simi-
larity for both 6 and y' must be satisfied. If it is assumed
that 0o = y'o = 0, the similarity parameters for the problem
are

a/B x'^L/Bg

Table 1 Similarity parameters

Parameters" (for 6 = x'Q = y'o = 0)

Approximation
1st a/B x'^L/Bg y'^L/Bg

WL/Bg
2nd (a + aQA)/B Ca0L/B x'^L/Bg

y'JL/Bg WL/Bg
3rd a/B A/B C/B y'0L/V

x'JL/Bg y'^L/Bg (or V*/LgB)
WL/Bg (

a This parameter contains all the other initial value parameters.

If x'o = 0 the parameters are

a/B y'<?L/Bg LB^/Bg

The parameters for the second and third approximations can
be obtained in a similar fashion. These are given in Table
1. It is seen from Table 1 that in the third approximation
there is already only one less similarity parameter than there
are parameters in the Eqs. (1-4) plus the initial conditions.
It is noted that only in the third and higher approximations
is the angle of attack the same function of x' for both the
model and the flight vehicle.

The similarity parameters can be examined in terms of
the variables and constants associated with the air flow and
the vehicle. Thus, except for the initial conditions, the first
approximation requires only that a/B is constant. This can
be written as

a/B = a/[CD(yPM*/2)KsL*]/(dKvL*)

= (yMz/2)(CDKs/Kv)(P/dLa)

The second approximation provides

(17)

(yM*/2)(CDKs/Kv)(P/dL)

and

*/2) (KSCD/KV) (P/dL)

- TT (!»)

in addition to the initial conditions. Thus, in the first ap-
proximation, similitude would exist if M, Cr>Ks/Kv and P/dLa
were held constant between the model and the flight vehicle
and the initial conditions were satisfied. In the second ap-
proximation, (CWCi>)[0o - (yr*L/V)] and (CMa/CDKr)[6, -
(y'oL/V)] must be held constant, as well, for similitude.
Thus, if the aerodynamic and dynamic coefficients are the
same for both model and flight vehicle, then the initial angles
of attack must be equal for similitude in the second approxi-
mation.

If all the aerodynamic forces are taken to be independent
of the angle of attack, then the y and 0 equations are un-
coupled. It is more appropriate perhaps to examine the
motion with 6 replaced by <p}l the roll angle, in this case. The
equations are

y' = (Af + a)g/L

x' = Bg/L

(20)

(21)

(22)
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The general solutions in terms of x' are

(A' + a) (x'<?i
X"n^) +

oLH
/'o (23)

The similarity parameters are seen to be

(A' + q) xVL 2/VLy: —R— ~R^~ ~^r ^ °/5 Bo Bq

<p: B Bg Bg ^

In terms of air flow and vehicle variables, the parameters for
similarity of both yr and <p are

(A' + a) = [CL(yP/2)M2KsL*/dKvL* + a] =
B

(25)CD (yM*/2) (CDKS/KV) (P/dLa)

xf<?L/Bg = x'<?/ (T^2/2) (CDKS/KV) (Pg/dL2) (26)

' = y'f/(yM*/2)(CDKs/Kv)(Pg/dL*) (27)

C'L
B

C<p
CD

(28)

(29)

It is seen that these are the same similarity parameters ob-
tained in the "light model method57 analysis of Ref. 2 for a =
1. In this reference the analysis contains the assumption
that 7M2/2, CL/CD, CDKS/KV and C<t>/CD are constant for
model and flight vehicle. In addition, the assumption of
P/d = const is made. It is evident from Eq. (25) that thus
an exact simulation cannot be obtained since from the fore-
going, P/dL = const must also be true, i.e., the scale L would
be one to one. In fact, considering Eq. (25) and Eqs. (26-
28), it is evident that for exact similitude L = const is re-
quired if any of z'o, y'Q or <p'0 are nonzero. The major portion
of the discussion of Ref. 2 is directed toward approximate
similitude studies, in recognition of this circumstance.

If a is a variable then it is evident that exact similitude can
be achieved in this case. It is seen from Table 1 that the
first, second, and third approximations produce similarity
parameters that can be matched exactly for the model and
flight vehicle if a is a variable. However, the flow or flight
velocity V appears in the third approximation and, as noted
in Ref. 1, if the Mach number is held constant, V varies as
the square root of the temperature. This variable has a
relatively limited range in many experimental facilities.
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